
The ICAST Instruments and Cultural Sensitivity



Role of culture

• Forms of child discipline vary by culture

– In South Asia slapping on face more common 
than spanking

– In Egypt, 25% of mothers reported beating-up 
child in past year

– Southeast Asians in US report mystification 
about importance of bruising to diagnose 
abuse

– Very low rates of most severe maltreatment in 
all countries



Cultural adaption

Issues:

~ Ask about behaviors instead of defining abuse or neglect

~ Have we included all of the forms of “discipline” that are 

frequent in different countries?

~Have we defined the behaviors in ways that can be 

understood in multiple countries?

~ Are there nuances to language in different countries where 

the same word has different contexts?

~ Are there issues too sensitive to ask about?

~ Can the issues (e.g. sexual abuse) able to be asked about 

by another woman or man?



Focus Groups

• In our earlier work in India and Egypt were 
told that sexual abuse questions should not be 
asked.

• We had parents thank our interviewer for 
asking about sexual abuse



Other Perspectives

• Why do quantitative work? Won’t qualitative 

studies be more useful at this point?

• It is unethical to ask about some specific forms 

of abuse(?)

• Can we drop sexual abuse questions?
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