The ISPCAN International Handbook of Child Abuse and Neglect
Table of contents, 7 October 2026

Foreword

Aby Casas &
Pragathi Tummala

Global perspectives: Introduction to
the ISPCAN International Handbook
of Child Abuse and Neglect

Kevin Lalor, John
Fluke, Shanta Dube,
Carmit Katz &
Pragathi Tummala

Part 1: Global Perspectives: Surveillance, Risks and Consequences of Child

Maltreatment

Keeping the promise: Investment in | Najat Maalla M’jid
child protection and wellbeing as a

key accelerator for achieving the

sustainable development goals

Polycrisis, pushback and possibility: | Philipe Jaffé¢ & Mané
The relevance of the UN committee | Kocharyan

on the rights of the child

Enhancing country-level monitoring

Claudia Cappa, Colleen

to obtain valid and reliable global Murray & Nicole
estimates of childhood abuse Petrowski
Child abuse and neglect: An Berit Kieselbach &

international public health
perspective

Stephanie Burrows

Violence against children and youth
surveys: Lessons learned and future
directions

Ashleigh L. Howard,
Constanza Ginestra,
Laura F. Chiang,
Manuela Balliet Ahogo,
Christine Hart, Shanta R.
Dube

Understanding risk and protective

Chris Wekerle, Ante

factors for child abuse and neglect Cuvalo & Tracie Afifi
Mental and physical health Cathy Widom & Kellie
consequences of child maltreatment Courtney

Part 2: Contextual and Environmental Factors




9 | Climate change and violence against | Daniel Helldén, John
children Fluke & Ketil Lenart
Hansen
10 | The global shift from corporal Joan Durrant
punishment to positive discipline
11 | Female genital mutilation/cutting and | Chi-Chi Undie, Dennis
child marriage: Applying a political | Matanda & Tamsin
economy lens to understand and Bradley
address two intersecting phenomena
12 | Child maltreatment in religious Andreas Jud, Gabrielle
contexts: Epidemiology, risks, Hunt & Daryl Higgins
consequences and prevention
13 | Safeguarding in sports against child | Rocco Briganti, Paul
abuse and neglect Stewart & Pragathi
Tummala
Part 3: Understanding Different Forms of Abuse
14 | Neglected children: An overview for | Howard Dubowitz, Julia
clinicians, researchers and policy M. Kobulsky & Mayada
makers Karkawally
15 | Sexual exploitation and abuse of Mark Kavenagh, Jennifer
boys: Global Majority perspectives Schatz & Lattapol
Jirapathomsakul
16 | Labor and sex trafficking of children | Jordan Greenbaum
and adolescents
17 | Responding to the challenges of Bernadette Madrid
technology-facilitated child sexual
exploitation and abuse in low- and
middle-income countries
18 | Child maltreatment fatalities and Fujiko Yamada, Shanaaz
lessons from CDRs Mathews & Vince
Palusci
19 | Childhood emotional abuse: An Ben Mathews and Shanta

overdue public health priority

Dube

Part 4: Regional Spotlight and Groups at enhanced Risk




20

European responses to violence
against children

Agnes Von Maravic &
Mireya Garcia de Murcia

21

Driving change in Far East Asia
child protection systems through
collaboration

Patrick C.H. Cheung,
Grenville Cross, Kayoko
Ito and Gracia Goh

22 | Child abuse in the Gulf Cooperation | Maryam Ehsani & Hanan
Council (GCC): Evolution of child Alshaikh
protection

23 | Implementing community-wide Wilmi Dippenaar,
parenting support: A case example Catherine L. Ward &
from South Africa Chandré Gould

24 | Violence against children in street Michael Goodman,

situations

Shanti Raman & Kevin
Lalor

25 Monica Lopez Lopez &
At the margins of care: Systemic Willem J. Stander
failures and violence against
LGBTQ+ youth in the child
protection system in three European
countries

26 | Building a global commitment to Hani Mansourion &
children in conflict and crisis: A Elena Giannini
historical trajectory of child
protection in humanitarian action

27 | An invisible problem: Global Mary Wickenden &
perspectives on violence, abuse and | Gavin Adam Wood
neglect of children with disabilities

28 | Schools and teachers as drivers of Janeth Kigobe, Faustine
violence against children (VAC) in B. Masath, Joseph
Africa Ssenyonga, Emmanuel

Nyarko-Tetteh, & Tobias
Hecker
29 | The abuse of children in residential Hans Grietens

alternative care

Part 5: Intervention and Prevention Strategies




30

Evidence-based treatment for
children and adolescents who have
experienced child maltreatment

Elisabeth Pollio & Esther
Deblinger

31 | Collaborative approaches to Abbie Newman & Olivia
responding to child abuse: The CAC | Lind-Haldorsson
and Barnahus approaches

32 | Decision making through assessment | John Fluke & Roberta
in systems of protection Ruggiero

33 | Medical assessment of child Gaby Otterman & Dena
maltreatment: Methods and Nazer
considerations

34 | Toward a global standard: Carmit Katz, Ma'ayan
Cornerstones for training in child Jacobson & Pragathi
maltreatment Tummala

35 | Innovating child maltreatment Beth Molnar & Megan C.
prevention: Challenges ahead Souza
Part 6: Future Directions and Innovative Approaches in Addressing Child

Maltreatment

36 | Digital risks to children and Susan McKeever, Luis
exploitation pathways: Findings Miralles & Christina
from the N-Light and GroSafe Thorpe
projects

37 | llluminating the unseen: A case Zoe Lambourne, Diala
study of Childlight, global child Nseir, James Stevenson,
safety institute Sabrina Page, Ashleigh

McFeeters, Doug
Marshall & Deborah Fry
38 | Your story matters: The impact of Afnan Attrash-Najjar,

lived experience on service policy,
design, and delivery

Sabine Andresen, Kaitlyn
Ender Krueger, Richard
Krugman, Anat Ofir &
Carmit Katz




39

Ethical aspects of research on child
abuse

John Fluke, Mijntje ten
Brummelaar, Emmaline
Houston & Kevin Lalor




